
PR
O

G
R

A
M

October 
2-3 
2020

The “Expert Opinion” Think Tank is promoted by the NIBIT Foundation 
in collaboration with the Parker Institute for Cancer Immunotherapy 
and the World Immunotherapy Council

A VIRTUAL EDITION

CALL FOR ACTIONS

WIC
World Immunotherapy Council



15:45 (CET)  Welcome to the IV Siena I-O Think Tank
 Michele Maio (Siena, Italy), Bernie Fox (Portland, USA), Ramy Ibrahim (San Francisco, USA)

16:00 - 16:20  The SARS-CoV-2 pandemic – An interview by Daniela Minerva to Anthony Fauci

16:20 - 19:00  SESSION 1 | COVID-19 and cancer
 Chairs: Bernie Fox (Portland, USA), Michele Maio (Siena, Italy), Soldano Ferrone  
 (Boston, USA)

16:20 - 16:45  SARS-CoV-2 specific adaptive responses in exposed and non-exposed subjects  
 Alessandro Sette (La Jolla, USA)

16:45 - 17:10  The SITC efforts on COVID-19 – Jon Wigginton (Washington D.C., USA)

17:10 - 17:35   Addressing vulnerabilities in (lung) cancer at the time of COVID-19  
 Solange Peters (Lausanne, Switzerland)

17:35 - 18:00  Monitoring SARS-CoV-2 infection – Sergio Abrignani (Milan, Italy)

18:00 - 18:25  The immunologic approaches to COVID-19 therapy – Rino Rappuoli (Siena, Italy)

18:25 - 18:45  Conclusions and call for actions – Chairs 

18:45 - 19:15  On your own (thanks to COVID-19!) Breakfast, Lunch, Aperitif,    
 depending on your time zone

19:15 - 20:50   SESSION 2 | COVID-19 initiatives 
 Chairs: Nikesh Kotecha (San Francisco, USA), Michele Ceccarelli (Naples, Italy),  
 Keith Flaherty (Boston, USA)

19:15 - 19:30  Emerging Themes from PICI COVID-19 Talks – Marko Spasic (San Francisco, USA)

19:30 - 19:50  Drug repurposing for COVID-19: Lessons from Chasing My Cure   
 David Fajgenbaum (Philadelphia, USA) 

19:50 - 20:10  Using ‘explainable AI and supercomputing’ to think through COVID-19   
 Daniel Jacobson (Oak Ridge, USA)

20:10 - 20:30   Screening approaches in drug discovery for COVID-19 and cancer   
 Nevan Krogan (San Francisco, USA)

 

20:30 - 20:50  Conclusions and call for actions – Chairs 
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16:00 – 18:00   SESSION 3 | Neoadjuvant immunotherapy
 Chairs: Alexander Eggermont (Utrecht, The Netherlands), Michael Lahn    
 (Geneva, Switzerland), Ramy Ibrahim (San Francisco, USA)

16:00 - 16:25  Melanoma – Christian Blank (Amsterdam, The Netherlands)

16:25 - 16:50  Urothelial – Andrea Necchi (Milan, Italy)

16:50 - 17:15  HNSCC – Bryan Bell (Portland, USA)

17:15 - 17:40  Pancreas – Giampaolo Tortora (Rome, Italy)

 
17:40 - 18:00  Conclusions and call for actions – Chairs

18:00 - 18:30   On your own (thanks to COVID-19!) Breakfast, Lunch, Aperitif,     
 depending on your time zone

18:30 - 20:00   SESSION 4 | Immunotherapy: efficacy  
 beyond T cells 
 Chairs: Andrea Anichini (Milan, Italy), Barbara Seliger (Halle, Germany), 
 Antonio Lanzavecchia (Milan, Italy)

18:30 - 18:55  B Cells – Wolf Hervé Fridman (Paris, France)

18:55 - 19:20  Monocytes – Alberto Mantovani (Rozzano, Italy)

19:20 - 19:45  NK cells – Lorenzo Moretta (Rome, Italy)

 

19:45 - 20:00  Conclusions and call for actions - Chairs

20:00 - 20:30  SESSION 5 | The V Siena I-O    
 Think Tank 2021 - October 7-9, 2021   
 Chairs: Michele Maio (Siena, Italy), Bernie Fox (Portland, USA), Ramy Ibrahim  
 (San Francisco, USA)

 Ideas and topics for the (F2F for sure!) V Siena 2021 Think Tank
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SCIENTIFIC ORGANIZERS
• Michele Maio - Center for Immuno-Oncology, Siena (Italy)

• Bernie Fox - Robert W. Franz Cancer Research Center, Earle A. Chiles Research Institute, Portland (USA)

• Ramy Ibrahim - Parker Institute for Cancer Immunotherapy, San Francisco (USA)

ACADEMIC SCIENTIFIC STEERING COMMITTEE
• Academic Co-Chairs of each Session  

INVITEE FACULTY
Invited scientists and Pharma representatives 
to contribute to the discussion

FACULTY 
•  Sergio Abrignani - (Milan, Italy)

• Andrea Anichini - (Milan, Italy)

• Bryan Bell - (Portland, USA)

• Christian Blank - (Amsterdam, The Netherlands)

• Michele Ceccarelli - (Naples, Italy)

• Alexander Eggermont - (Utrecht, The Netherlands)

• David Fajgenbaum - (Philadelphia, USA)

• Soldano Ferrone - (Boston, USA)

• Keith Flaherty - (Boston, USA)

• Bernie Fox - (Portland, USA)

• Wolf Hervé Fridman - (Paris, France)

• Ramy Ibrahim - (San Francisco, USA)

• Daniel Jacobson - (Oak Ridge, USA)

• Nikesh Kotecha - (San Francisco, USA)

• Nevan Krogan - (San Francisco, USA)

• Michael Lahn - (Geneva, Switzerland)

• Antonio Lanzavecchia - (Milan, Italy)

• Michele Maio - (Siena, Italy)

• Alberto Mantovani - (Rozzano, Italy)

• Lorenzo Moretta - (Rome, Italy)

• Andrea Necchi - (Milan, Italy)

• Solange Peters - (Lausanne, Switzerland)

• Rino Rappuoli - (Siena, Italy)

• Barbara Seliger - (Halle, Germany)

• Alessandro Sette - (La Jolla, USA)

• Marko Spasic - (San Francisco, USA)

• Giampaolo Tortora - (Rome, Italy)

• Jon Wigginton - (Washington D.C., USA)
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Scientific Secretariat

NIBIT Foundation ONLUS
Phone: +39 3490582533
Fax +39 0577 586303
segreteria@fondazionenibit.org
www.fondazionenibit.org
www.thinktank-nibitfoundation.org

Organizing Secretariat

VyvaMed Srl
Via Spadolini 7 - Centro Leoni, Palazzo B - 20141 Milano
Phone: +39 02 5416951 - Fax +39 02 54169554


